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LUXURY PROPERTY QUIDE

Q+A: JEAN-MICHEL GATHY

When it comes to the most exclusive
residential real-estate projects around
the world, the Belgian-born designer
and architect Jean-Michel Gathy is
highly sought-after. As the founder
#of the Malaysia-based architecture
and interior-design firm Denniston
International, he has worked on
numerous buzz-generating develop
ments—with the recent Aman New
York Residences at the top of the list.
Always working and traveling, Gathy
will soon apply his signature touch
to additional high-end homes at the
Andaz Sanya Sunny Bay in China and
the Aman Rosa Alpina in Italy’s Dolo-
mites region. —SHIVANI VORA
In the world of luxury real estate,
what are the defining design
trends today?
Comfort. When a residence is com-
fortable, you create a haven of peace,
which is sacred—no marter where the
location is. Also, elegant simplicity
and timeless interiors

How has your design aesthetic
evolved over the years in high-
end developments?
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A serene gathering
Spot at the Aman New
York; Jean-Michel
Gathy's latest US
triumph

The most meaningful change is
around sustainability and inno-
vation as it relates to responsible
building. Material use is changing
dramatically: Windows that are also
solar panels, for example, or pergolas
in aluminum made to look like wood,
which don’t warp and help to pre-
serve our forests. These changes have
influenced design because the indus-
try, with people like me included, is
looking to build with the environment
as a key consideration.

What's the most popular amenity
buyers demand today?

Luxury clients expect spas,
exceptional food and beverage
options, outdoor spaces and activities.
In the instance of Aman New York
Residences, owners have access to

all of the hotel amenities, including

a 14th-floor sky lobby with piano bar
along with a members club and cigar
lounge with a terrace overlooking
Central Park

If you had to describe your design
style, what would you say?
Designing top luxury residences
means following your clientele’s
lifestyles. Hence, my style changes
depending on how they live. We have
done casual luxury, more elegant
spaces with delicate finishes and
homes with multiple outdoor spaces
for people who want to spend more
time outdoors. I adapt my creations
according to my clients’ needs

How do you ensure each of your
projects looks and feels unique?
Itis a simple thing Like witha
Mercedes, for example, you have
the €200, Formula 1 GT S and

GT R models.

SHOP TALK

BY EMMA REYNOLDS

Artemest

You don't have to travel to Italy
for contemporary handmade
Italian home goods. Instead,
luxury e-commerce platform
Artemest brings you thousands
of pieces from 1400 Italian
designers and artisans in one
click. Italian jewelry designer
Ippolita Rostagno, owner of

an eponymous jewelry brand
started the platform in an effort
to keep Italian craftspeople in
business and simultaneously
preserve centuries-old tech
niques. Artemest curates excep
tional pieces of furniture, decor
art and lighting and recently
launched Artemest Galleria, its
first retail store in New York
artemest.com

1stDibs

You'd be hard-pressed to find
a designer who hasn't shopped
for one-of-a-kind items on
IstDibs, an online marketplace
credited for bringing the
antigues business into the 21st
century. The e-commerce site
curates items such as high

end furniture, fine art, jewelry
and decor for discerning
clients looking for something
special. There are singular,
museum-worthy antiques,
authentic vintage furniture
and contemporary designs
from dealers and artisans
waorldwide, Istdibs.com

Best New Design Shops

The Invisible Collection
Informed curation, exquisite

taste and influential style

inate the Invisible
luxury e-commerce platform

Collection’s

The site curates piecgs from

the world’s most-talented

intenor designers, including
N

sought-after furnishings that
use only the iinest mater:-
iftsmanship. Here
] access to coveted
P ved designers
fre he globe, such
ks and Studio

Va I'he brand
e ly opened its first New
York showroom. the Town

use, filled with bespake fur

hings and collecuble pieces.

visiDiec ction.com

Achille Salvagni

For years, keen-eyed aesthetes
have flocked to architect and
designer Achille Salvagni's Lon-
don showroom for the world's
finest antiques and objets. Now
Salvagni is opening a New York
outpaost in partnership with
Benoist F. Drut of the Maison
Gerard gallery. The new space
opened in November and
features both Salvagni's own
works along with seriously
covetable examples of rare
20th-century design, including
pieces by Gio Ponti, Fontana
Arte and Jacques Adnet.
achillesalvagni.com
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