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INTERNATIONAL DESIGNERS PUSH THE
BOUNDARIES OF MODERN LIVING
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Home Tour

Italian designer Achille Salvagni
evokes a sensual blend of his and hers
for a London pied-a-terre.

BY JORGE S. ARANGO
PHOTOGRAPHY BY PAOLO PETRIGNANI
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colorway of Zoffany's chinoiserie-patterned toile wall covering in the entry suggests an Eastern
reference and quietly complements the 18th-century Cantonese vases. ' S o
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Salvagni designed all the
furniture and lighting for
the living room, striking
a balance between mas-
culine materials—bronze
on the coffee table, Gris
Pulpis marble on the
mantel (the same stone

used in Bulgari stores

worldwide)—and femi-
nine forms, such as the
delicately tapered cabinet
legs, the Jean Royere—
like sofas, and the
shapely coffee table.
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TYLE IS A WAY to say who you are without
having to speak,” wrote the celebrity stylist
and fashion designer Rachel Zoe. By that defi-
nition, this 3,015-square-foot pied-a-terre in
London sumpruously articulates the personali
ties of its owners, an Italian Anancial tycoon
and his wife, a celebrated former model, who
visit here often with their twin 8-year-old
sons. To give their voices visual expression,
the couple found an eloquent translator in the Rome-based
architect and designer Achille Salvagni. Of his clients, Sal-
vagni notes, “He is a very powerful man—calm, stable, and
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sober—and she is very elegant. I wanted to replicate in this

space his confidence and her sophistication.”

The two-bedroom, three-bath apartment sprawls across
the top floor of a 19th-century townhouse in Holland
Park, the fashionable enclave that counts Elton John, Val-
entino, and Simon Cowell among its residents. But as with
most homes of that era, the uppermost story, which often
functioned as staff quarters, was architecturally undistin-
guished. “My aim was to give integrity and character to this
very big space,” explains Salvagni. He did so by taking a
page from the decor of the time in which the building was
erected. “During the Victorian period,” he observes, “the
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Home Tour > Found in Translation

OPPOSITE: An Enrico Castellani painting hangs above a custom parchment buffet with bronze inlay

recalling 1920s French furniture, while the dining chairs are vintage 1950s Italian. Salvagni designed the
light fixture especially for the clients and lined the street-side wall with antiqued glass. Underfoot lies a
hand-knotted custom silk carpet made in Tibet. THIS PAGE: The library niche flanked by Salvagni’s
burnished bronze sconces houses a collection of rare manuscripts and provides separation between the liv-
ing and dining rooms. Fashion images by Richard Avedon preside over a wealth of rich textures: Loro Piana
velvet on the sofas, Dedar silk dressing the windows, and Zoffany raw silk lining the walls. Custom chairsin

Leliévre fabric create the living room’s soft boundary. At the rear, behind shoji-like panels, is the kitchen.
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“IT IS A VERY CHIC, TAILORED, AND SOPHISTICATED

INTERIOR. | NEEDED TO STRIKE THE RIGHT BALANCE BETWEEN

Jéﬁ@»« TIMELESSNESS AND POPS OF GLAMOUR.” —ACHILLE SALVAGNI
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upper classes wanted to show they were
well traveled.” To that end, aristocrats
adopted what Salvagni calls “a cultural
colonialism,” appointing their homes with
artifacts from Britain’s sovereign holdings
around the world.

Salvagni specifically referenced Far East
influences that were in vogue among those
eminent Victorians, but he did so in a
thoroughly contemporary way. A black-
stained bamboo floor runs throughout,
as does neat black trim that defines wall
panels of raw silk. Muted Chinese-themed
wallpaper from Zoffany envelops the
foyer, where two Cantonese porcelain
jars from the late 18th century flank the
entrance to the main room. Silk pillows
bearing chinoiserie designs punctuate the
living room and master bedroom spaces.
And to enclose the open kitchen, Sal-
vagni created walls of fabric sandwiched
between layers of glass that are reminis-
cent of shoji screens.

All these elements, he says, “evoke the
Far East in a quiet, sophisticated way,
rather than shouting it.” This strategy
was also a clever nod to the husband’s
business, which is based in London and
also has interests in Asia, specifically the
former British settlement of Singapore.

The designer also deployed luxurious
materials that strike a balance between
masculine and feminine. Across from the
entrance to the main room—a loftlike
space that Salvagni ringed in crown mold-
ing to give it greater distinction—visitors
encounter a library niche. This was his
stylish solution to one of the apartment’s
architectural misfortunes: two inconve-
nient structural columns he could not
remove. Salvagni concealed them in walls
of black-stained brushed oak with shelv-
ing faced in polished bronze. This defines
the niche and also affords elegant storage
for the couple’s collection of old manu-
scripts. A svelte, curvaceous desk swathed
in parchment, along with a petite chair
based on an Emile-Jacques Ruhlmann
original—both Salvagni’s designs—soften
the space.
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The wife has spent a carcer in the
milieu of haute couture, where hand-
craftsmanship and exclusivity are embed-
ded in its soul. Salvagni, who opened his
own London atelier in Mayfair this fall,
expressed that singularity by designing
furniture and lighting (many pieces are
one-of-a-kind creations) as a pure form
of the couture ideal. As he explains, it is
difficult to find satisfaction in ordinary
pieces, “because you lose the power of
the uniqueness.”

In the living room, Salvagni’s volup-
tuous Loro Piana velvet-covered sofas,
which recall 1940s Jean Royere silhou-
ettes, and a shapely coffee table are jux-
taposed with his harder-edged Shield
cabinet, a standout piece boasting muscu-
lar cast-aluminum doors, bronze gilt feet
and hinges, and a special, handcrafred
blowfish-skin frame.

OPPOSITE: A work by
the Bangkok-born art-
ist Pakpoom Silaphan
provides a modern, pop
art contrast to the supple
textures of Zoffany-clad
walls, a custom bench
cushioned with Hermés
silk, bespoke nightstands
of parchment and coco-
nut fiber, and a Tibetan
hand-knotted silk rug.
LEFT: Salvagni refitted
his Gae chairs with sim-
pler legs and paired them
with a 1940s brass occa-
sional table and Porta
Romana's Blossom chan-
delier. BELOW: The 40s
parchment commode
flaunts a wavy facade.
NEXT PAGE: Salvagni's
Shield cabinet is framed
in blowfish skin. Atop it
are candleholders from
his Aldus collection and

his Nemo onyx lamp.
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RESOURCES

FOYER: Zoffany wall covering
(zoffany.com).

LIVING ROOM: Custom Achille Salvagni
Atelier Spider chandelier, low table, sofas,
armchairs, mahogany cabinets, Hercules
floor lamps, Shield cabinet, Nemo lamp,
Gris Pulpis marble mantel, hand-knotted
silk rug, and Aldus Wings candleholders
(for product inquirles, contact Maison
Gerard, maisongerard.com); Loro Piana
velvet upholstery on sofas (loropiana
.com); Leligvre upholstery on armchairs
(lelievre.eu); Dedar silk for curtains
(dedar.com); Zoffany wall covering
(zoffany.com); Agostino Bonalumi artwork.

LIBRARY NICHE: Achille Salvagni Atelier
custom desk and chair, through Malson

| Gerard (maisongerard.com).

DINING ROOM: Custom Achille Salvagni
Atelier chandelier, dining table, leather
dining chairs, and hand-knotted silk rug,
through Maison Gerard, (maisongerard
.com); Flair vintage table lamps (flair
-roma.it); Enrico Castellani artwork.

MASTER BEDROOM: Custom Achille Sal-
vagni Atelier bed, Gae armchairs, bench
side tables, and hand-knotted silk carpet,
through Maison Gerard (maisongerard
.com); Porta Romana table lamps and
chandelier (portaromana.co.uk); Hermés
silk upholstery on bench (hermes.com);
Loro Piana velvet upholstery on armchairs
(loropiana.com); Zoffany wall covering
(zoffany.com); Pakpoom Silaphan artwork

(pakpoomsilaphan.com).
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Imposing chandeliers—Salvagni’s pop-
ular Spider fixture in the living room and
custom pendant lighting over the dining
table—also pair the implacable solidity

of a material like bronze with the milky
soft glow of onyx. The right angles of the
Carrara-marble-topped dining table con-
trast with the rounded backs and tapered
legs of the chairs surrounding it. In the
master bedroom, a shimmery, art moderne—
style custom carpet, Salvagni’s Gae chairs,
and a bench upholstered in Hermes fabric
provide feminine shapes and textures that
make the presence of a rectilinear four-
poster bed sculpturally striking.

Selected use of antiques, as well as
the couple’s significant collection of Ital-
ian spatialist art—Lucio Fontana, Gino
De Dominicis, Enrico Castellani, and

Agostino Bonalumi, whose blue 1969
work appears above the fireplace—add
further provenance to what originally had
been considered modest rooms. (Natu-
rally, there is fashion photography such
as Richard Avedon’s iconic photo of the
model Dovima with elephants.) Beneath
the windows in the main living spaces,
Salvagni had antiqued mirrors from Ven-
ice installed as a wall treatment. Imparting
a sultry patina, the surfaces expand these
areas visually, making “it appear as if the
space arrived at this state over a long time
and in a natural way,” he says.

Bold and confident, supple and sexy—
Salvagni’s design expresses his clients’ chic
tastes, illustrating that style is personal.
Achille Salvagni, +39.06.69925726,

salvagniarchitetti.net, achillesalvagni.com
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