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Bertona

Rome

2011 — Yacht
Achille Salvagni
Architetti

Mid-century desigm was a global phenomenon, yet you can tell

at a glance which pieces from the period are American, French
or, perhaps most distinctive of all, Italian. And it is the work

of such Italian mid-century maestros as Gio Ponti, Paclo Buffa and
Ico Parisi that Rome-based designer Achille Salvagni embraces
and extols. His work is full of the curving lines and angular poise
that characterize the best of that era’s Italian design.

Salvagni is also distinctly Italian in his love of glamour.
Luxury is a given im his rooms, but he always gives it a modern
spin, playing off rich, traditional surfaces of marble and patinated
bronze with more mundane industrial materials like fibreglass
and aluminium. For him, decorative is not a dirty word. Form
follows fantasy as much as function, and in both his interiors
and furnishings he playfully draws upon sources as varied
as the cartoon futurism of 1960s space-age interiors and the gilt
excesses of the Renaissance and Baroque. He is ecumenical in
his inspirations — as long as the result is dramatic.

Designed in 2011, the Bertona yacht already gives evidence
of the direction Salvagni would follow, and the kind of precisely

calibrated luxe he would champion. With its leather walls,

dark wood blinds and richly variegated stones, the boat is sexy
and sensuous, almaost absurdly so, though who could resist such

a seductive come-on? Yet the interior also gives evidence of
Salvagni’s skill as a shaper of spaces. Within the limited confines
of the boat, he makes the rooms feel deceptively expansive. Every
corner is exquisitely detailed, every function discreetly addressed.
If it is possible for a yacht to be understated, then this one is: for
Salvagni understands that a need met before it is even articulated
is the ultimate expression of luxury.

Michael Boodro

100 Contemporary Interiors
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— 1 Master’s stateroom; brushed maple-wood panels framed
by linear lights sit behind the headboard. — 2 Main saloon; view
from the entrance from the main deck; second-century-sc sculptures
rest in polished ebony display units; floors throughout the living areas
and cabins are natural bamboo. — 3 Drawings, from top: profile;
fly-bridge plan; main-deck plan; lower-deck plan. — 4 Main dining
room; polished ebony dining table; S533 R cantilever chairs by Mies
van der Rohe; light grey silk carpet.
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— 5 Main saloon, detail of large white
sofa. — 6 En suite bathroom; Turkish
limestone washstand. — 7 Master's
stateroom; glossy Makassar ebony was
used for the walls and units flanking
the bed. — 8 Detail of carved Saint
Laurent marble washstand. — 9 Detail
of staircase between decks; an antique
sculpture is set within a polished ebony

display unit.
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